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The origins of English medieval drama: liturgical drama.

Mystery and morality plays.

The Second Shepherd’s Play: structure and plot.

The Second Shepherd’s Play: secular versus divine plot.

The Summoning of Everyman: structure and plot.

The Summoning of Everyman: allegorical setting and characters.

Interludes.

Development of theatres: The University Wits.

Christopher Marlowe: life and work.

0. The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus: structure and plot; the conflict between
medieval and Renaissance values.

11. The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus: the tragic flaw; sin, redemption, damnation.

12. The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus: magic and the supernatural.

13. William Shakespeare: life and work.

14. Shakespeare’s history plays and tragedies.

15. Henry V: structure and plot.

16. Henry V: main characters and themes.

17. Shakespeare’s romantic comedies.

18. Much Ado About Nothing: structure and plot.

19. Much Ado About Nothing: the importance of honor.

20. Much Ado About Nothing: Benedick and Beatrice.

21. A Midsummer Night’s Dream: structure and plot; a play within a play.

22. A Midsummer Night’s Dream: reality versus dream.

23. A Midsummer Night’s Dream: symbolism of the woods as a place of maturation.

24. Shakespeare’s tragicomedies (final plays).

25. The Tempest: structure and plot; allusions to mythology.

26. The Tempest: the character of Miranda.

27. The Tempest: the character of Prospero.

28. The Tempest: the character of Caliban.

29. Jacobean drama and its representatives.

30. Ben Jonson: life and work.

31. Volpone, or the Fox: structure and plot; symbolism of names.

32. Volpone, or the Fox: the theme of parasitism; the character of Mosca.

33. Volpone, or the Fox: the character of Volpone.

34. John Webster: life and work.

35. The Duchess of Malfi: structure and plot.

36. The Duchess of Malfi: the character of the Duchess.

37. The Duchess of Malfi: the character of Ferdinand.

38. The Duchess of Malfi: the character of Bosola.
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